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a mh areas of viet. Minh cont tik dgorude cccurtcaiy all of Tonkin, ‘nna: and 
' Co@hin China except large cities, small garrisoned areas ani eons line of 
ion, While these "resistance zones" are largely controlied by the 

, nevertheless there are witiin the the Viet Minh {sig/ s nif bs og 
control by elerents independent of, and souetimes costile to, the 
~The areas of Viet Minh control wild be discussed in Sixese parts: 


tthe Tonkin highlands and delta 


the views of the Viet Nan ‘Goveriament is not in any one place end is consiars ily 
hifting. Ite exact locations at any given time are unknown. It is, however, 
known that the seat of the Government at one or several places within the 
triangle formed by on Quang(105-10, 21-40), Thai Nguyen (105-50, 21-353 and 
Bac Kan (105-40, 22-15). Here are located the Tong Bo headquarters, tie sinistrias. 
the radio stations, the Suprene. Military headcuarters, many arserals, tue prin 
.° cipal Can Bo ("agent") schools (including the secret ones) and ice headquarters 
” ef the multifarious units of government. ‘This region is mountainous ard in~ 
» aceessible, and is the most Highly fortified of any of the resissance zones. 
- The defenses that. the Viet Mink has provided consist principally of: QL). A curroun- 
".- ding comion of "scorched earth"; and (2) Rosd-blocks, obstacles o! all sorts o 
\. Lines of. comnanication, and aines along the roads. The area is constant]; 

| patrolled by the Viet fam Aray, Elavorate security measures are asinteined by 
: oe Trinh Sat’ (secret police), » with its numerous informers. 


the Tonkin highlands, while ponjeosing oorkali products such as sictals, wood, 
manio¢g, maize and tea, are extremely poor in rice production, For bhis reason, 
, the problen of nourishment is a serious one. It is vital for tie Viet Hinh to 


maintein a stdady import*of ricé f nh taey control in tue Tonkin 
delta. The French "winter often lili. a considerable extent 29X1A 
successful in breaking this communication, n destroying large quantities o: 

rice which was ready Dr the harvest: The food situation from tie Viet Minn point 

jof view is aggravated by the fact that tie populabdion of the bighianas, norsally ° 
jabout two miliion, has’ been increased by refugees and displaced persons to perhaps 
jfour million, Rice is ues reserved so the military, 
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4. The crdepeet of caer ras dneveaced the political difficulties of the Viet! 
Governaent, und has hustened the -rocese of Viet lun: Gicintezrution. The erichtfe 
hardehipe of the ponulation, at the hands ef doth French and Yiot .int, have eoused 
serious discontent. It 4s not yet cleur to wht extent thie discontent - ili cuss 
tho peyptlut don~—antieFrench out increasingly anti-?iet | inhe-to move inte the uo Dat 
Caiam It anrasr+, hovevmr, th.t for the tiie being, tite ‘de the aren in fer oe Dal 
has had - tre least sucener. “He voor remitution in thie ures fe nurtly tee rorvlit of 
the fret th:t tro tany Know of the d@tanchery ¢ deh etursetorived bie Moe bile he 
wus Counce] ior of the Tdat Yuu Femdlie in sonkrin in Vazedt?. 


‘Se Mo Shi inh hae recently given invortant opete to rains :@ndurine., Tie is net an 
entirely new volicvy, ae one such vandarin, Rud Bung Goan, hati fer roe time been 
orecidient of the :Farasnent Conaittes of the Natderal seeeubly. Tue of the Cundurins 
who huve recently been raven sepentany woats are Dane Yen *ens: and Fhin Ye Toot. 
6. Phan te Toad: was orn in. Tonkin shout: ‘R93 ofa weal thy finily. He hud bis elesentary 
education in Tonkin ‘and attended ; andar in echooles,. ‘le hacuce guctessivels eov-rnor 
of several provinces,. and. ie known for Ale cunucity for adiaimietration. "e ds aore 
horest: than aost Handarine. Ye war rather sros"rench up until early le4h.  Uncer the 
proedupunage panpet governzent of Tran frone Kin he vas governor of Tonzin. after 
the Japuncsee surrendar he reeignad bie post, and: retired to srivate life in his villace 
In Deceuber 1947 Ke was ‘iavited by Ho Shi clink te agswie en derortant cost in the 
Viet Naw Go¥ern..ent and he uccerted. Phan is noted ag an sfuinistrater Pather tian 
ae rm pelstietan. 


inn Hneng hae pen made a i. intaper eee varetiiial Phan Ke Te..t be beon 
joy prer ident ef an ‘Lunortant conumittee. all threee-3ui Buns Doan, Jane fun Puene - 
: ticularly Fhan se Towin-were | Farner vroeFrenct. und prosJapeness sot newites 4: 
them are rovaliete. They ware anubers of th: Daf Tet frrabably Jit Tiet wuce 
Ag, an early peliticul group, elements ef which later Yeeune cart of the iationaulis: 
re Doun hag the reputation of being one of the woot-henest of the Jundaring; 
hae the repatatdon of baing the aoct exiliful ates wexinse use of the Jananere for 
2 of Vietnane sa indpendence.. oe i 
The placing of an inereusing nugiher of wen af tis sert in the jevern- 
peents: (1) a further effort to maxe the Governiont anrear trul: rar recentin 
wll clasess, including the Right; (2) un effort to woo a Clune of the porcplas 
icn aight otherwise be hostile ‘to the Viet. ‘inh. and to correst a crevicun ine 
to the effect that the Viet Minh did not mare sufficient nea cl the Corner 
pang@ collaborators; (3) an effort to flatter the nontalgia of toe to-ul.tion 
| rangailiity anak foruerly, exigted, without siaking sorious ers seesiona.) 


Deer the: progressive decoupoattion. of the Viet sinh, ths tightest | core, of Tict idinh 
on strength Temains in the Tonkin + ATER It is aleo the region in which fiet Vinh 
A Bg an is preatest.. ree ‘4 ' 


gestton in ‘the ine vie oy 


N a - military point of viow, gonewhat regerdles 
: eentern are held by the haere but tas 


+ ine . erent | arene of reaistance to. the irenet! ‘in annan are the hinterland of Igha 
di ptt e-and. the hinterland of Quang. Keai province. The vopulations of these noun- 
 % : regions: have Always béen coop, and iabyed with u strong revolutionury spirit. 
nes@ occupation had Little effect on the part of these regions which was occu- 
pied, “French attucks here have deen @omperatively linited. Hence, while traditionally 
poor, these populutions are no worse off than defore the war, in contrast to tho terrible 
worsen ins; of conditifons in-Tonkin and in Cochin China. Therefore there is lees dis=- ‘ 
gontemt against the Viet iinh In these. arexe than elrewhera, The influence of the 

Hee Teyolista and thut of the French in these areus is vractically nfl. It in unlire! ia 
ha @re recions «ill be duportunt ain the politics) future’ of indechina. 
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The two rriscinal "resistance zones” dis Cocnir. Cris. wre tie ~Laine aes Jo.cs ann 
tre Conmu arenes. In ic.ition to these zones, tiere are aubdmrrenc., seert iison 
aleovt everyrnere in Cocid Chinn, including t..e outskirts of vigor 

“ye laine des Jones is « mirsay and L.acces»iose region, Psico.s us & centcr anu 
refuve for resistance 3 -i:liust constituted authority; before toe Freuc. Co. west, it 
a9 4 center for resistance wvainst t.e vourt of nuves Luter, cor t..e ve oi:srs! 
Fevolte azsingat the french; and, dn 1040, a8 & revarce for Ho. Cid cdimts (25 cistiue 
rule .ed from Tran Yan Ginu's) Caxcatudsts. The Plai.e des Joes and tie vu regiow 
are rie} in rlee and tiere is no food protlea. In the otner hund, tuey contain no 
minerals, and consecueutly even sseli arms manufacture is Ho det. ence tise 
irnortance of te arms tref.ie by sea from oir, woieh las yveen comidercory srester 
in volume tan tiat overland from cian throu: Casoodiu and Laos into diet won 
Because of tie immortance of t:.e fis:ing industr,, it is impossio.e lor t.e #renc. to 


ca 


control t .e cozstal. trariic, and conse: uently arms smugtling is mot aif. icuit. fe 

| present great drawbuck o: these. regions fro: t.e guerrilia point o .iew is te 

| Raubal alone Of mos~uitoes anc mlaria, w.ic.. re aires medicines, It is int .ese re vious 

| at te tnof/?/ viet Minh radio stations of Coc.:i:. Cuink, t.e@ "Volee of oouti. viet “patil 7 i 
: t e "Yoice of tie Piaine des Jones", are loci. ted, uf t.@@ t50 "resistance .oLes", 
that of ti e Plaine des Jo.cs i> tie more Linortant. 


| 
a La. Tine euem tila: elke azainst t..e Frencn in Coc.in line Siuce. “pepteiwer 4345 nas. 
C bern t.¢@ tierra in Andoehiaa. Tne reagous for tis are as Lolions: 


x 


Hie: ss Be 0 fucine and no «iter in tikes region, Wence Conaitivio are lavorauLe or 
' eueriillas. 
Ss bh. Tie Jaranese traduea L.portant ceares o1 Hietnmaese’ troops da ue eariy days 
ceiey . or the war ror use li such places a8 Sumiu aia vligapore, neice tiuere are 
os : troons in ule ares wita gooa knowlease of itater, Uioviniine cu tecii.ue. 
. an 
c. In this area there naS deen over tao Jeuré of continuous wardare, Ine truce 
. of Rareh-Kovenver 1940 in Tonadin by Ho neans juietea Lae cuerrlale Tevdtobauce 
in Cochir. China, Consecuently tie hesistance in Coenin Cuinu aia. uat caccurter 
tie disinte:rating noliticas influences of tie trur~ to wnica tue viet Jinn 
in Tonkin was subJect during: that period. : 


ds In Tonkin, the hesic tance nas: been ulwost exciusively tue work of tre Viet Wink. 
». In Tochin China, it includes Beveral aif erent factions. 


The nost G onsricuous ener of tie et eae, Sovernenb da Cocnida Cainy de toe "yiet wae 
Resistance Comittec", of which Nguyen dish is te miititar,; clef, aia. Puan 

Van Sach is tre administrative chief. «8 tie regiou iv at var, t.e adninistrubive c.iet 
is Less powerfi.l tian gue apanesd cudef, hguy@n Bin. is a natigaliost, and is for 

Ng Chi .int as a natriot, but he haus Little to do sith eet ~inh polities aaa souelisies 
acts inderendently for reasons of military necessity. Pram van Jech, on t e of. er ...nd, 
is definitely Ho's man. Nguyen Binn's military com ..ad contains adout t. dirty onits 

wit sbout one thousand wen in eve. unit. From a colitical point of vie., tiene Givisions 
are of widely different cusracter. Three of tiem owe treir orincinai loyaity to 

_ Tran Van Miaufs stalinist clicue, six more (formerly Joa ao} to tie Viet wim. Jf te 
remaininue trenty~one, 8o.e yeloig to tue anti-frenci: jou nao, S0.e to b © anti-rrenc. 

Cao Dad, and sone are “vite i.dependent., - “Tuere is oiben ove Comaict vet.een verious 
ones of trese thirty divisions, out trey are all gore teed doyad to ote clin: bo 
ovey wien ne gives t.e order Yor an attack on t.e rreacn, . fart os Gabe LoYaity is 

due to tne fact trat Aguyen Bin). alone ds in a nosition to ae bay Boe neteooaly ..eciciues, 


In the Viet wink zones oi Cociiin Ciina, tre most important political riic bo paayed 
‘behind t e scenes by t:.e Tong 3o wien iam Viet nau (lous oo oF coubi vViit Lan). fis 
As a secret com.ittee, in coutrast to tue onen hesistance Couuttee. in princij ie, 
it is a branc& of the main Tong 3o of diet wan i. Tonkin. da practice, it ones its. 
loyalty more definitely to Trin Jan Glatis 


COMPIDFLTSAL CiTHOL uo. OPriCisie oY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


> 


o 
aces 


- 25X1A 


: Approved’ Foi Refdade On rial ‘ Pe2d0astRO0 
ihe Chas Tite 16) é 
“> CONBBERTAL ENT 


“15. rior to tre Japanese gurremer, the. “Viet edi Li Cochin C.dna aus nob straws una 
Tran Van Mew was not a .senser of tie Ylet link out omy b..¢ sexcer a au cli ue 

nit: in tie Indochinere Cocmunist Party di Cocidu Cid, aud we jeaious of Go chi 
‘Sng, The so-called "reneral insurrection of tie diet inh" ia Coctiin Ciins ou dz 
“mtust 1945 nas in reality engineered, oy Giau ana nlw clinve. lo Cad duh mo mu.ed 
Yugnth. Phu So, Caodaist le.der, to ive. Viet «inh activities in Cochiss Vids ard to 
negotiate with Clau's croup, but cuynh Pru oo ws ignored by Guu und nis cli ue, 

3iau used t'.e Viet inn nase and procagandized to t ¢ ef.ect tad nes es te Viet Limi 
odef in Sochin China. ile exercised considerssle coutrot in vocnin Calee witil tie 
Franco~tritis: military victories showed i. tiat nis onn Clivue suc not strong enousu 
to anaiutain itself in poser, and tien, in Decenser 1°45, se deciced to join Jo Cii 
“inh, wo xceepted his suuz ssion. For te na.et, t a6 ka thus no apparent ¢ouiiict 
- heteenn te Tong 3o of south viet iam ane main Tony Lo ot Viet ian in Toukin. 


16. Tro ‘of tie most: darortaunt nem ers 02 tie Ton: 30 a “woubit viet wak are Uren vou Glaus 
eft Veutenuite, Nguyen Van day and Ung Yan widem, Tuey are vot: Cocin C...nese und over 
forty yours. old. Trey both attended tue Co: unist sc:.ools in .osco. is. toe euriy 1930's, 
- toretier siti: Tran van Ginu. They returnea to indoc:.ina about 4933. ob te tine ben 
Kguyen Yen Tao and Duong Juch nai were conouctiiw open azitation in Voe.in Gtine in 
1936033, Tay and bLhien, ‘tovetuer ith Gluu, were in c..u.rse or uudercove: acvivities. 
. They one teir loyalty uirectly to Qdau, ano it t.ere were to ve any Couwiict vet.een 
- Gdau.tnd Jo Cd inh, tuey would certainly be wifi Glau. In lys7, tuere were eviuences 
é of rivalry betiveen wguyen Zinn and tue Tay-hicLes group. on te otuer seunds cTeUcis 

BS sighs ap to the effect that there * a riit oetheen aguyeh Shiu: una Pua Vout oach 


ee seat false... ; ; . ‘ ’ 


ee "principal instriveuts by didich tie Toug a. of voutn fiet na seeks to control 
on-Viet “inh military waits (para. 13) are terrorism ana neutrasization. 
us 

: During tne brief. ouried in tis. fall or bya Wii@a fPan Yau Glau | 
_ exercised power in saizon,. he. ‘dunrisoned or executed hundreus oi Cao Dai, ioe 
Yep, Viet .dnh asa ‘rotekyite symputnizers. iter ne retired fro. audigou 
upfler pres.ure of te 2ritiens k, ne continuea ais uctivities ii tue 
_ eountryside. ‘le continued tiie. ‘reign of terror ana Caused. t:e deut. of Literal.y 
. thousands sore Cao (Cai, dpa timo, Viet .duir probekyases ana promvreuch vii thawebe. 
This: tyre of . terrorism stil @outimes. alas 


This policy ds as follons: iter t.e anglo-ireren atusch ds 
ptexber 1945, onti-Frenc: resistance in Goc.in China sprang ur da wuay 
tmtences spontaneously and disierendently. "Kesistance zones" were cieatea in 
' widely separated areas. Tie d@aders were di most caces neither pro-Gicu sor 
pro-Viet “inh. ‘.any were Cao Lai unc iloa Hao; obhers were independent, ror 
exsmmle, the 2inh xuyen at ened and tue Than. iden Tien Prouz(.avance Gu.rd 
of Youth), a Jaransse creatlon 


on consisted on ‘Ge upstairs” t.e various 

in Pan, | &saignin: tem to staf. outy aud 

-»  e@narating tuen fro. direct, nd of t.eir troops. Direct comand o: tue 

: ' troops was tien given to a> Infet, Tous it cume about tat, arbuouws. tie 

Se Stalinist Viet lini units were ina aiuority, tue otulinists tere t..@ sont 

' *} goldd politically, and to some exte.t gained co.trol of bie otuers. owever 

the ‘truce in Tonkin from .area to ivvenber 174u gave soue of tiese Givisions 
|. am eprortunity to regain tuelr: duiaependence, Tne independent «nits «111 now 
Ho obey hguyen 3inh's oxders to attack tiie French, out often disovey un orcer 

» te refrain from attack(for. exauple, omers given oy the Tong bo throug sgiyen 

Sinh for political reasons). ‘hen sudu-an indenendent unit wwhkes an ulaut..orized 
attack on the Frenci., it receives io mapyert at all Trow tie Viet adm, ior 
oars in the form of snakhc. oS ee 


” The Glau solaey: of eu. 
le.ders; that is, raleing | 
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. These independent unite are the backbone « of te Kesistance.. Taeir promagunva is 
ekil’ ful and their clandestine press is excel ent. ‘fhe success of puerriiie warfare 
in Cochin Chine depends largely uron tle aollity to cause tie individuil soidier 

to tiink for himself. The independent divisions have veen more diiizent and 
succesful than the Viet inh in ad pect, and have oeen far more successful t..an 
the Precech, 


a: The sniepandettt unite May play an ‘dncreusiagly dmport.snw political 


political tendencies are not yet clear, They are always wore ready to 


attack than to remin cuiet. Lf tie Viet winn negotiates with tre Frericu, tue 


will become more strongly anti-viet- sinh, They way tren outvardly alvy 
tieanelves with their pro-French orothers in the. pro-French sectione of the Cao Dar 
* and Hoa Hao to stump out the Viet Minh, and at tne same time carry 0. & Clandestine _ 
warfare against the French. On tie other nund, iz a truce does not cowe quickly, they | 


- ave already stronger than the Viet sinh; tuey way request tie Frenci: to wiiow teu to 


. police the regions which they now ooxtrol, und 60 stamp out the Viet tinh in these | 
_-Teedons, ) : . 
® 


e 


It is thess independent divisions: which in fact Sontrol most of tue areu inediately 
ing Saigon . This fact has caused the Viet winh great incojvenience, as it 


; hae ‘dtr: ‘Leulty in eee contact - between its ee ay in suigon and its guer ‘Til_as 


Note: It is probuble that Coci.in China wild nuve bne zreatest inf'uence on 
.. ) Suture political tendencies of Indochina. ‘fhe power of tne wtulinists iu Cochin 
die is. definitely waning. The Viet Linh-otalinist factions i.. Cocuim Uidina siow 


- evidences of the Same sort of decomposition as is taking place within tie Viet sinh- 


Stalinist organization in Tonkin, and it is probable that tie decomposition is 
further advanced. For tae conent “Ait appears t: ie the star of 440 on is Peas 


tive solution. The discord. and Chaos: created s wore than tio gears of 
: La | warfare: will not be easily corr ected. 


~ ; : * 
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